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Artistic Liberties is a landmark study of the illustrations that originally accompanied now-classic works of
American literary realism and the ways editors, authors, and illustrators vied for authority over the

publications. Though today, we commonly read major works of nineteenth-century American literature in
unillustrated paperbacks or anthologies, many of them first appeared as magazine serials, accompanied by
ample illustrations that sometimes made their way into the serials first printings as books. The graphic artists

creating these illustrations often visually addressed questions that the authors had left for the reader to
interpret, such as the complexions of racially ambiguous characters in Uncle Tom's Cabin. The artists created
illustrations that depicted what outsiders saw in Huck and Jim in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, rather than

what Huck and Jim learned to see in one another.
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